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The Hanamaki Matsuri Festival takes place over three days throughout Fupparicho, Kamicho, and
Toyosawacho, on September 7 (Fri) through 9 (Sun), with many people gathering to participate. Hanamaki
Matsuri is also the official festival of Toyagasaki Shrine, and has over 420 years of history.

The festival begins each day around 3:00pm and carries on all the way through 9:00pm, and features
beautiful dashi (floats), as well as mikoshi (portable shrines). On the first day, there’s a Kagura Gongenmai
(traditional performance) parade, and on the second day, visitors can also experience the Shishi Odori (deer
dance) parade. As for festival food, Hanamaki Matsuri features lots of different stalls selling yakisoba and
okonomiyaki, cotton candy, shaved ice, and a special type of dango (doughy kind of dumpling pastry), making
for plenty of options for people to enjoy their favorite foods while walking around the festival grounds. Plenty of
people also come hang out at the festival in yukata, a kind of traditional light jacket-style clothing.

Come check out Hanamaki Matsuri if you get the chance!
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